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This doctoral thesis aims to conduct an in-depth analysis of the role of the state in a competitive
economy, with a specific focus on Romania’s evolution from a centralized socialist system to a
contemporary market economy. The research explores how state intervention can be optimized
to promote sustainable economic development, reduce social and regional inequalities, and
strengthen a market economy based on real competition and innovation.

Chapter I introduces the research framework by defining the topic, its relevance, research
objectives, hypotheses, and methodology. The methodological approach combines in-depth
documentation, institutional analysis, and comparative studies with other European models,
highlighting both theoretical and practical dimensions.

Chapter II presents the theoretical foundations, examining the concept, typologies, and functions
of the state, as well as classical and modern theories regarding the state-economy relationship.
The chapter details the principles and mechanisms of the competitive economy, contrasting
minimal state models with interventionist approaches aimed at market regulation and correction
of market failures.

Chapter III analyzes the evolution of the state’s role in Romania, from the centralized socialist
economy to the post-1989 transition to a market economy. It discusses major reforms such as
privatization, deregulation, and price liberalization, and reviews the development of a legal and

institutional framework to sitpport a competitive market, emphasizing implementation challenges.






Chapter V focuses on the challenges and dysfunctions in state intervention, including
bureaucratic inefficiency, institutional capture, corruption, and lack of transparency. The
chapter also addresses the failure of state action in reducing inequalities and its limited capacity
to foster competition and innovation, thus hindering long-term economic competitiveness.

In response, Chapter VI argues for a redefinition of the state’s role in the current socio-economic
context. It examines European and global trends in governance and state involvement, and
presents good governance models (e.g., transparency, accountability, citizen participation). The
chapter proposes concrete public policy recommendations aimed at institutional reform,
promoting inclusive development and rebalancing the state—-market—citizen relationship in
Romania.

Finally, Chapter VII presents the main conclusions, validates or refutes the initial hypotheses, and
outlines the thesis’s original theoretical and practical contributions. The study’s limitations are
acknowledged, and future research directions are suggested to further support effective and

adaptable public policies in both the Romanian and broader European context.



Structura

Capitolul I: Introducere si fundamente teoretico-metodologice

1.1 Delimitarea temei si justificarea alegerii acesteia

1.2 Obiectivele cercetirii

1.3 Ipotezele de lucru

1.4 Metodologia cercetirii (documentare, analizi institutionald, studiu comparativ etc.)

1.5 Structura lucririi §i relevanta stiintifica

Capitolul II: Fundamente teoretice privind statul §i economia concurentiali

2.1 Conceptul de stat: definitii, tipologii si functii
2.2 Teorii ale statului i relatia sa cu economia
2.3 Economia concurentiald — principii, mecanisme, forme de manifestare

2.4 Modele de interventie a statului in economiile de piati (minimal vs. interventionist)

Capitolul ITI: Evolutia rolului statului in Romania — de la economia centralizati Ia economia

de piata

3.1 Rolul statului in economia socialisti
3.2 Tranzitia post-1989 si reformele de piata
3.3 Privatizare, dereglementare, liberalizare — impactul asupra economiei si societitii

3.4 Formarea cadrului legislativ si institutional al economiei concurentiale in Roménia

Capitolul V: Provociri si disfunctionalititi in exercitarea rolului statului

* 5.1 Ineficienta administrativa si birocratia



